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Christian protests that produces ungodly behavior

BLACKS IN THE WHITE HOUSE

B U S I N E S S  E X C H A N G E

America’s first “Black President” could teach 
Barack Obama about reaching out to Black Amer-
icans.  Unlike Bill Clinton & Crew, Obama and 
his advisors lack the central African-American ex-
perience needed to understand and engage Black 
Americans.

Obama’s failure or refusal to communicate 
with Blacks continues questions of his rela-
tive blackness.  Discussions and debates among 
Blacks over “how effective he is” have ampli-
fied.  Barack may be more White on the inside 
than he is Black.  Surely, the people around him 
are.   House Majority Whip James E. Clyburn says 
Obama “needs some Black people around him.”  
Clyburn says Obama’s inner circle keeps “screw-
ing up” on race: “Some people over there are not 
sensitive at all about race. They really feel that the 
extent to which he allows himself to talk about 
race would tend to cost him support”.

Barack needs to do more “Louie Martin-style 
politics” and less maintenance of the status quo.    Louis E. Martin’s adapt work behind 
the scenes in the White House as an adviser to three Democratic Presidents brought 
Blacks into high-levels into government public policy-making positions. In these de-
cision-making jobs Blacks brought about major leveling programs.  Martin’s political 
acumen during the 1960s and 70s set the tone for Presidents that saw the need for and 
sought Black outreach and inclusion.

Louis Martin set the way toward African American political and economic empow-
erment.  A Black journalist, newspaper publisher and civil rights activist, Martin ad-
vised Presidents John Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson and Jimmy Carter.  Well founded in 
who and what he was, Martin helped start America’s “Black Press. He helped initiate 
the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, a research organization in Wash-
ington, D.C. providing technical support for Black officeholders and scholars.  Martin 
joined Senator John F. Kennedy’s 1960 Presidential campaign and was instrumen-
tal in persuading Candidate Kennedy to call Coretta Scott King and express dismay 
over the jailing of her husband, Martin Luther King Jr.  That phone call was widely 
credited with helping Kennedy win a majority of the Black vote.  After Kenney’s as-
sassination in 1963, Martin transitioned to Lyndon B. Johnson’s administration and 
influenced American policy from 1963 to 1968.  Martin was instrument for much of 
Great Society social reforms that addressed education, medical care, urban problems, 
and transportation with new and greater government funding.  It was on Martin’s say 
that President Johnson nominated Thurgood Marshall to the Supreme Court in 1967.  
Martin came out of retirement to serve as Special Assistant to President Jimmy Carter 
from 1978–81.

After Martin, Presidents that followed his era had Blacks of varying levels of clout 
in their operations until Bill Clinton appointed the largest number of African American 
cabinet officials ever.  Clinton elevated the importance of Black outreach in the White 
House with high-ranking Black appointees such as: Alexis Herman and Ben Johnson.  
Obama’s cabinet is whiter than that of George W. Bush.  Through their own prisms, 
White Americans believe that Blacks “have equal opportunity” and are “treated equal-
ly”.  Obama followed the path of the Bush Presidents and made Black Outreach a 
position of low-importance.  Corey Ealons, Obama’s African American Media and 
Coordinator of Special Projects, recently left that job.

Even with full knowledge of the facts of American Blacks’ history of disenfran-
chisement, President Obama is bent toward the conscious of the majority and afraid 
of being seen as “too friendly” toward African Americans.  As opposed to the Louie 
Martin or Clinton approach of political staffing; Obama just follows America’s Estab-
lishment’s view of “fair employment” - surrounding himself with what he thinks to be 
the “best and brightest” and “most capable and qualified”.   What Obama needs is a 
high-level operation for Black Outreach.  A long-time civil rights and political cam-
paigner, Eleanor Holmes Norton, D.C.’s Delegate to Congress, agrees: “The president 
needs some advisers or friends who have a greater sense of the pulse of the African-
American community.”   As young Ealons leaves his White House portfolio behind, 
now would be a good time to appoint a staff member not afraid to speak out about and 
be Black during White House discussions.

(William Reed is available for speaking engagements via BaileyGroup.org)

William Reed

LETTER TO EDITOR

Middle Tennessee is known as the Bible belt.  “A church on every corner” is how we 
are depicted. For every church, there are five associate ministers waiting to hear “the call” 
to start their own church or begging God that main preacher will allow them to preach 
one Sunday. We have several national Christian organizations that are headquartered in 
Nashville; the Southern Baptist Convention, the National Baptist Convention, and the 
General Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church are just a few examples. 
Lifeway, RH Boyd, and the United Methodist Publishing House are Christian entities that 
produce church material for church folks to gain a better understanding and knowledge 
of God daily.

This area is home to several colleges that have Christian roots or missions; Belmont, 
David Lipscomb, Fisk, Meharry Medical College, Trevecca, and Vanderbilt are all titans 
in secondary education. These colleges have produced some of the most intelligent, na-
tionally recognized folks who are highly respected throughout the world.  Many national 
Christian conventions are held here as well.  The National Religious Broadcaster (NRB) 
is one the most successful conventions held here annually. National Religious Broadcast-
ers (NRB) is a non-partisan, international association of Christian communicators whose 
member organizations represent millions of listeners, viewers and readers. If you want to 
be on the television or radio and you want to call it a ministry, NRB is a conference you 
should attend. The Middle Tennessee area is also the number one region in the country for 
home school families. Many home school families cite religion as their primary reason 
for homeschooling. The number of private Christian schools in the area are too numerous 
to even begin to list.

With all Christ centered organizations mentioned above, the behaviors of some church 
folks are keeping Middle Tennessee in the national spotlight. The spotlight seems to say 
we are church goers who are deeply devoted to our religious beliefs but are not practicing 
the tenets of loving our neighbors and Christ like acceptance of others. We are wearing 
hypocritical halos.  I have received several calls from curious media friends from around 
the country asking what is happening in my beloved Volunteer state. My friends were 
stating that the many stories I have written about the Volunteer state’s generosity and 
philanthropy endeavors to those in need did not seem like the same state that is producing 
extreme ungodly behavior towards others who not of the Christians faith. It is a phenom-
enon that I am having a hard time trying to explain because I am perplexed as well.

Lately, there have been several protests against proposed Mosques in our area that have 
become very heated and have evoked fear in Christians that Islamic extremists are taking 
over. Really? With thousands of churches in the Middle Tennessee area that serves mil-
lions of Christians, three Mosques are a threat to the faith to Tennessee Christians? Hmm, 
let that soak for a minute. Protesters have gone from lawfully honking horns, signing 
petitions, and protesting Mosque locations at council meetings to someone crossing the 
line by burning construction equipment on the site of the property of the Murfreesboro’s 
Mosque, which is criminal. With the South’s ugly history of protests that have lead to the 
burning of property, the burning of the construction equipment was too close to numerous 
stories that I have heard from my parents and grandparents on the Civil Right battlefield. 
Many of the protests have been cloaked in biblical poetry and using constitutional sound-
ing words that sound very unconstitutional. All of this protesting had me digging deep to 
separate fact from fear with a friend.

Since we debate political issues often for sport, I shared with her some of my con-
cerns of where the protests can lead if voices of reasons do not speak up soon. Damaging 
property leads to harming individuals physically and neither are Godly behaviors. My 
concerns were deflected with her view that Islam was becoming the “new” religion of our 
country which she stated was founded on Judaea Christian values had us nursing coffee 
cups for three hours.

For several weeks, her emails were sounding the alarm to take the country the back 
and the need for us to remember the constitution was founded by our Founding Fathers. I 
would reply that I refuse to live in fear. At our coffee summit, I gave her a copy of the Bill 
of Rights with the First Amendment highlighted. I asked her to read it out loud.

She read, ““Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; 
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a 
redress of grievances.” After she read it, we both sat in silent for a moment.  I could feel 
her becoming angry in her silence.  I said to her, “Fear can provoke us into mayhem and 
madness.”  The constitution that my friend want us to get back too gives us the;  the Free-
dom of Religion, no matter who we worship; it gives us Freedom of Speech to say what 
we want no matter how sane or vile it maybe; it gives us the right to read this blog weekly 
in the Tribune through the Freedom of the Press; it give us the right to the Freedom of As-
sembly so we can meet to protest or pray and allows us to complain about our government 
because we have the Right to Petition the Government. That is what separates us from 
countries like Iraq, Iran and Afghanistan.

“Try calling the leader of China a socialist and see where it gets you,” I said to her 
with a smile. After another pot of coffee, we realized that we were going to have differing 
views on the actions of burning the equipment at the Mosque site. I finally pleaded how 
can we read our bible daily and allow the hate and fear of others to fester from our pores. 
‘Isn’t that the opposite of being a Christian,” I asked sadly.  “I don’t hate them,” she said 
quietly.  I was not trying to change her mind on any issues, I only wanted to her under-
stand and respect my family’s heritage of non violent protests that I strongly believe in to-
day. I have friends from all different backgrounds. We have dialogued about the Mosques 
buildings that have the media swarming in Tennessee like termites.

Tennessee has become a haven for national corporations over the last decade or so. 
With trade and industry booms, diversity in ethnicity and religion has followed. As we 
have opened our arms to invite others to Tennessee for economic reasons, we have to ac-
cept with those invitations an influx of other cultures. Those cultures which at one time 
were in the background are more visible because of the growth in our population, the anti-
Muslim political climate, and the ever present media hype without a purpose.

In this age of social media, it is easy to adopt a Twitter mindset of follow and unfol-
low the constitution depending on how we feel about a particular subject matter. But as 
Christians, folks are supposedly to think and act different, right? Since there are Christian 
groups and church folks as numerous as the stars above in the Middle Tennessee area, I 
would have thought a leader would have stepped forward from one of the many national 
Christian organizations that are based here and calmed the masses with words that would 
curtail violent behavior knowing our Southern heritage of protests followed by cruelty. 
We are in desperate need of leaders who preach the gospel to remind us to practice the 
words that printed in our area by the hour. Let me close with the verse that I closed my 
coffee session with my friend.

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

As great as the constitution is it is not as powerful as His word.

Genma Stringer Holmes
www.genmaspeaks.com
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JUDGE BANKS 
HARSHLY

A Weekly Column by Judge Greg Mathis

After the financial sector’s 
bad business practices nearly 
caused a collapse of this coun-
try’s economic system, it was 
bailed out – by taxpayers – to the 
tune of $700 million in govern-

ment funds. At the time, many Americans balked at the huge sum. Most, however, came 
to realize that saving banks was a necessary step in saving the overall economy. Most of 
us also hoped that, down the road, the banks – and those who lead them – would be in 
some way punished for their many missteps.  

Unfortunately, federal prosecutors are not in sync with the thoughts of the American 
public; the deals they’re striking with these bad behaving banks amount to little more 
than slaps on the wrists. Prosecutors aren’t, for the most part, seeking to press criminal 
charges against banking executives who knowingly hid or misinterpreted information 
from investors and the public. Instead, they’re agreeing to let the banks publicly admit to 
wrongdoing and allowing them to walk away with a fine.

Thank God for judges!  A few smart, call it as they see it federal judges are shocked 
and outraged by the surprisingly lenient penances these banks are being allowed to ne-
gotiate. And they’re expressing their displeasure to prosecutors, instructing them to go 
back to the drawing board and return to court with punishments that somehow reflect the 
seriousness of the crimes.  

These judges are acting as the eyes and ears of the American people, representing our 
desire to see justice served. They should continue to do just that. The financial sector is 
the last one that deserves a break. Families and small business owners drive our economy 
yet they’ve received very few breaks. Instead, they’ve lost their homes and had to close 
their businesses when it became obvious that the government had not created a bail out 
plan for them. Thankfully, the judges hearing these cases are able to break away from the 
tradition of agreeing with whatever deal the prosecutor recommends and, instead, forces 
justice to be served.

Dear Editor:
 
Another Quayle on the Loose

Ben Quayle, Candidate for Congress in Arizona said,”President Obama is the worst 
President in history.” One does not need DNA testing to confirm that he is the son of 
former -Vice President Dan Quayle. Simply, listen to his irrational, unsubstantial low 
intellect heard in recent interviews which is perfect match to his father lingo (1988). A 
potential Congressman lack of substance rambling is to say the least, scary! 

When George Bush was President, there was a plethora of jokes floating around Wash-
ington .The one most memorable to me was,”if something were to happen to the Presi-
dent, the CIA had orders to shoot Quayle!” 

That notwithstanding, If Ben Quayle wins a seat in Congress in Arizona will someone 
at least throw a potato” (1988). 

Finally, yes Ben, I would be angry too if my father was Dan Quayle, and I had to grow 
up listening to the ‘great high points’ of my father Illustrious ,wonderful vice presidential 
career 

I Howell, M.D.
20619 Kenwood Avenue
Torrance, CA 9052
Tennessee State University ‘66
Meharry Medical College “ 74




