
Born and raised in Memphis, Tennessee, Joe Lewis Glasper, Jr. was one of seven children 
raised by a single mother. Inspired by hanging over the shoulder of one of his five brothers and 
watching him draw, Joe tried to emulate some of his techniques. He even teased him that one day 
he would even be-
come a better artist 
than his brother. “Of 
all the other artists I 
have come to know, 
he has been my big-
gest inspiration,” said 
Glasper.

Glasper, whose 
drawings focus on 
African-American 
history and culture, 
graduated from Mem-
phis Technical High 
School is 1984. His 
love of art drew him 
to Nashville in 2001 
because he saw the 
city as one that pro-
moted young musi-
cians as well as art-
ists. Over the years, Glasper has kept his drawings mainly to himself, never having had his art 
exhibited. That is, until now. “When Joe showed me pictures on his cell phone of some of his 
drawings,” said Lois Moreno of The Lost Boys Center & Gallery, I loved them.” “While we 
normally feature art by the Lost Boys of Sudan in our gallery, we’ve talked about venturing out 
and bringing in new artists and I asked Joe if he would like to have his first exhibit here and he 
agreed.” “We are very happy to be the first gallery to have a showing of his art and hope it inspires 
him and I know those who see his beautiful drawings will be inspired as well.”

While Glasper loves drawing with pencil and charcoal, his passion is working with pen and 
ink. He hopes to some day see his drawings on greeting cards, in children and adult books, and 
become a permanent participant in Nashville’s art galleries. He would love to be an encouraging 
influence for up-and-coming artists, especially those in low-income communities.

Joe Glasper’s drawings will be on exhibit at The Lost Boys Center & Gallery from September 
4th thru 30th, with an artist’s reception from 6-9pm Saturday, September 4th during the First 
Saturday Art Crawl. A free shuttle from downtown will take visitors to and from the gallery every 
10 minutes during the art crawl. The gallery is located at 535 4th Avenue  South near downtown. 
For more information about The Lost Boys Center & Gallery and The Lost Boys Foundation, visit 
www.thelostboysfoundation.org or call the gallery at (615) 256-8302.

The Alfred Stieglitz Col-
lection of modern art at Fisk 
University consists of more 
than 100 works by European 
and American artists, many 
of them masters, as well as a 
number of African artifacts. 
By all accounts, it’s one of 
the most significant collec-
tions in the nation. The tale 
of how it came to Fisk Uni-
versity in 1949 is an extraor-
dinary one, complete with a 
love story, a passion for art 
and education, and a desire to 
honor a legacy that great art 

should be accessible to the masses. Nashville Public Television (NPT) explores this history, and 
takes the viewer on a tour of the most significant works in the collection, in “The Gift: The Alfred 
Stieglitz Collection at Fisk University,” premiering on Wednesday, September 8 at 9:00 p.m. on 
NPT-Channel 8 (rebroadcast on Monday, September 20 at 9:30 p.m.)

“It’s an extraordinary collection, and in some ways, one of Nashville’s hidden treasures,” says 
NPT producer Linda Wei. “As we delved into the story, I became intrigued by the love affair of 
Stieglitz and Georgia O’Keeffe. They were a true powerhouse art couple whose impact on mod-
ern art was immense, and their relationship is as much a part of what makes this collection vital 
as the art itself. I think viewers unfamiliar with their story will be genuinely moved.”

Stieglitz was a pioneering figure in American photography, the nation’s “first art photogra-
pher,” Victor Simmons, director and curator of Fisk University Galleries, tells us. As a collector, 
he was “almost as phenomenal as he was an artist.” It was through his 291 Gallery on Fifth Av-
enue in New York that Stieglitz met the young artist O’Keeffe. They became friends and mutual 
supporters of each other’s art and ambitions, and in 1924, married – a marriage that would last 
until Stieglitz’s death in 1946. 

O’Keeffe’s landmark work, “Radiator Building – Night, New York,” as Simmons tells us in 
the documentary, is a tribute to not only O’Keeffe’s love for Stieglitz, but her admiration for his 
talents.“The pièce de résistance in the painting is this beautiful lighted sign … that illuminates 
with the name Alfred Stieglitz in it,” says Simmons. “Right above his name, if you look up in the 
heavens, you see this lone star, and it tells you exactly what this painting is about. It’s about him. 
He is as glorious, he’s as grand, he is as majestic as that skyscraper.”

It was Stieglitz and O’Keeffe’s relationship with philanthropist Carl Van Vechten that would 
eventually lead to a portion of Stieglitz’s collection – 850 paintings and thousands of photographs 
by the time of his death – to make their way to Fisk. Van Vechten was particularly supportive 
of emerging African-American artists and writers, among them Langston Hughes. He was also 
friends with then Fisk University president Charles Johnson, and had donated to the University 
what was at the time considered the premier music archives in the South.

After Stieglitz’s death, it became important to O’Keeffe that his collection be placed strategi-
cally in different regions of the country, so everyone, regardless of race, could have access to the 
art.  The places chosen were the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Art Institute of 
Chicago, the National Gallery of Art in Washington, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Library 
of Congress and – per Van Vechten’s suggestion – Fisk University. The building in which the col-
lection is housed is named in his honor.

“The Gift: The Alfred Stieglitz Collection at Fisk University” was made possible with the 
generous support of the Metro Nashville Arts Commission. 
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The John Merritt Classic Weekend is here and I have a bit of advice for EV-
ERYONE:  Please attend the GAME.  We spend so much time going to the pre-
party, the after-party, and the tailgating, we forget to book some time to see the dang 
GAME!  The boys playing football deserve an audience of TSU fans.  Get your tickets 
and go inside the game OR pay for someone else to go.  Either way, buy a ticket and 
support TSU Athletics!!!  Now that I’ve said that, read below about two events that 
I’ll be hosting this weekend:

Don’t miss the Battle of the High School Bands starting at 4 P.M. inside Ti-
gertown at LP Field.  Pearl Cohn, Whites Creek, Stratford, and various high schools 
from Alabama will face-off in band-to-band competition.  It’s always a lot of fun!  
Then, roll with me into the game for the Taco Bell Karaoke Contest...YES!  I said 
Karaoke!

Join 92Q on the Shelby Street Bridge on Friday, September 3 at 8 P.M. as we 
kick off John Merritt Classic Weekend.  They’ll be plenty of food, vendors, and 
music to keep the party rocking until 1 A.M.  Come join TSU, Alabama A&M, and 
the Nashville commmunity as we “shake it” on the Shelby Street Bridge.  Log on to 
www.92Qnashville.com for more details about Back To The Bridge Mixer brought to 
you by JUMP and the Big Station, 92Q. 

Join me at the Wine Loft after the John Merritt Classic for an evening of so-
phistication and lounging including great music, great food, and the best wine in the 
city.  This event is for the adult crowd looking for something more than the same-ole’-
same-ole’!

Starting Monday, September 13, grab up your crew and head down to our new 
location for Monday Night Football, the Bentley House of Soul.  Come enjoy a free-
food buffet at the start of the game, $1 draft beer, 2-4-1 specials, and at half-time is 
our world-famous Halftime Swimsuit Competition for $500 cash!  Ladies interested 
in participating should call 596-5413.  If you can work a swimsuit with CLASS, then 
we’ll see you there.  It’s Monday Night Football Time at the Bentley House of Soul 
with the return of the $500 Half Time Swimsuit Competition.  Log on to www.ken-
nyonline.net for more details and pictures from previous contests and we’ll see you at 
Monday Night Football with the Big Station, 92Q!

Tennessee Artist Has New Art Exhibit

By Janice Malone

St. Louis, MO---Amidst family, friends and well wishers, author Denise Sneed-Williams 
celebrated the fruits of her labor, with the release of her first book REVEALED: LOOKING AT 
LIFE THROUGH SELF-EXAMINATION. With nearly 200 people present, the book-signing 
event took place at the luxurious Omni Majestic Hotel in downtown St. Louis. It was quite evi-
dent that this was more than just a mere book release party for this first time author, who’s also 
a gifted speaker and life strategist. Several patrons expressed genuine tears of joy for Ms. Wil-
liams’ accomplishment of releasing her new tome. The evening began with a brief prayer from 
one of the author’s long time friends Monica Robinson. Denise read with power and passion, 

three vignette passages from her book. “This is not 
just a book. I want this to be the start of a move-
ment. I want to get people, especially women, to 
take action and control of their lives,” She shared 
with the audience. Part autobiographical, part 
prose, with a twinge of poetry and scriptures, the 
book is a healthy blend of truth, humor, courage 
and heartfelt love, laced some good old-fashioned 
mother wit.

It was only five years ago that Denise left the 
comforts of a secure, well-paying corporate job 
that she held for 13 years. The single mother of 
three, (adult twin daughters and teen son), seem-
ingly had it all—a great job; nice house in the sub-
urbs; luxury car and plenty of the latest “things” 
and gadgets that come with today’s modern life-
style. But the author recalls that she was living a 
daily nightmare. The stress of the corporate job, 
along with other toxic factors in her life, including 
too much negative energy, kept her as a regular pa-
tient with several doctors. From severe back pain, 
to stroke and heart problem related symptoms, Ms. 
Williams says her life was a wreck, both physically 
and emotionally. She even began have nightmares 

of death. “There were dreams of death. Yes, death. The I would not sleep because I was afraid 
I would not wake up!” she writes. Finally, on March 18, 2005 Denise did the unthinkable--
something bold, daring and scary. She quit her job but reclaimed her life back. She didn’t have 
another job lined up nor did she have a clue as to how she and three children would survive but 
by faith in God--they all did.  

REVEALED is a transparent work that gets to the heart of several everyday occurrences in 
search of the revelation of the experiences.  While Williams uses her own experiences to paint 
the picture, assuredly, the reader will be able to personalize and recognize each situation that is 
represented in their own lives. Maybe you are where Denise was five years ago. If so, you’re not 
alone. Start by reading this book to see exactly how this author figured it out and saved her life. 

Today, Ms. Williams’ twin daughters have both finished college. One daughter will soon be 
studying for a Masters degree in Italy, while her sister will be teaching English in Korea, and her 
son is finishing up high school. Meanwhile, mom will continue to promote her book by taking it 
to the next level of promotion. 

To obtain a copy of the book Revealed or contact Denise Sneed-Williams for a speaking en-
gagement see:  http://www.deniseywilliams.com/books/

New Author Reveals New Life with New Book
NPT Presents ‘The Gift,’ a Look at the 

Alfred Stieglitz Collection at Fisk 
University

K a m ’ s  K o l u m n

about that?”
TI: I feel that we are all one another’s ex-

amples in life. And if my experiences, past 
and present, can help guide a young person in 
the right direction, then so be it. 

KW: The Nancy Lovell Question: Why 
do you love doing what you do? 

TI: I’m just a passionate person by nature. 
So, I have a lot of love for music, and a drive 
to succeed in general, be it film, be it fashion, 
or whatever the case may be. I put a lot of 
myself in all of my work. That passion carries 
over into each of my endeavors. 

KW: The Columbus Short question: 
Are you happy?

TI: [LOL] Absolutely! The happiest I’ve 
ever been.

KW: The Teri Emerson question: When 
was the last time you had a good laugh?

TI: Just now, when you asked me if I was 
happy. 

KW: The Tasha Smith question: Are 
you ever afraid?

TI: Not of anything but God. I think fear 
is a wasted emotion. 

KW: The bookworm Troy Johnson 
question: What was the last book you 
read? 

TI: The Bible. 
KW: The music maven Heather Cov-

ington question: What are you listening to 
on your iPod?  

TI: I listen to a lot of old school R&B. 
I don’t get many opportunities to listen to 
much else right noow because we’re in the 
final stages of the recording process. 

KW: When will the album be finished?
TI: We’re taking the time necessary to 

dedicate the necessary attention to the mar-
keting and promotion of the movie first. After 
that, we will completely submerge ourselves 
into the completion of the album.  

KW: If you could have one wish in-
stantly granted, what would that be for? 

TI: Just for healthy, productive, success-
ful lives for my children and the rest of my 
family. 

KW: The Ling-Ju Yen question: What 
is your earliest childhood memory? 

TI: The first day of school in kindergar-
ten. 

KW: How would you describe yourself 
in one word?

TI: Loyal. 
KW: The Uduak Oduok question: Who 

is your favorite clothes designer?
TI: I don’t want to sound vain, but that 
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would have to be my own fashion line, Akoo. 

KW: What is your guiltiest pleasure?
TI: I don’t feel the need to feel guilty about any of my pleasures. [Chuckles] 
KW: What has been the happiest moment of your life?
TI: The births of my children.
KW: The Tavis Smiley question: How do you want to be remembered? What do you 

want your legacy to be?
TI: Just as a stand-up guy, man, who put his family first, and who put a lot of passion and 

sincerity into his work. 
KW: Is there any question no one ever asks you, that you wish someone would? 
TI: Nah, nah, nah, I think I’ve been asked just about everything you can be asked. 
KW: The Laz Alonso question: How can your fans help you?
TI: [Laughs] They’ve already been helping me throughout my career. Their continued 

love and support is enough for me. The only other thing outside of that is sharing their honest 
opinion of what could be done better. Keep it real with me, that’s all.   

KW: What advice do you have for anyone who wants to follow in your footsteps?
TI: If you set out trying to follow in my footsteps, you won’t achieve what I achieved 

without doing everything I did wrong, too. So, in order to do everything right and end up in a 
similar position without also making the mistakes I made, you have to aim higher. You have 
to endeavor to be better than me. On a daily basis, I’m always pushing and challenging myself 
to be better.

KW: Well, thanks again for anther great interview, T.I., and best of luck with the 
movie and the album.

TI: Thank you, Kam. It’s been an absolute pleasure. Later!
To see a trailer for Takers, visit: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWLiXfH62w0
To order a copy of T.I.’s new CD, King Uncaged, visit: http://www.amazon.com/gp/prod-

uct/B003RDPYEO?ie=UTF8&tag=thslfofire-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390
957&creativeASIN=B003RDPYEO.




