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Christian Protests Lead to Pastor Terry Jones Getting on TV Nightly

THE DECLINING BLACK MIDDLE-CLASS

B U S I N E S S  E X C H A N G E

Across the board, Black Americans love Pres-
ident Barack Obama.  We love his wife and his 
family.  We love the symbolism of it all and most 
refuse to attack his presidency.  But, has it stuck 
you that the ever growing list of problems Black 
Americans face aren’t on anybody’s agenda?  
Though we have Black people in high positions 
the quandary of Black Americans is not on the 
president’s agenda, or that of Congress and main-
stream media.   Even the Congressional Black 
Caucus leadership takes a hands off approach 
to their constituents’ dire situation. Unless Afri-
can Americans develop an agenda and make the 
requisite demands, their economic prospects will 
continue declining.

With the current national unemployment rate at 
9.5 percent, Americans across the board are won-
dering when they’ll see an economic recovery.  
But those concerns are even greater for African-
Americans, whose unemployment rate is closer to 
20 percent.  Lack of economic opportunities has long been a problem among most Af-
rican Americans, but financial woes have fallen on the Black middle-class.  Disturbing 
trends made up of a stagnant economy and a inactive Black middle–class has put this 
group on a downward slope.  A report from the Economic Policy Institute shows that 
economic gains African-Americans made in the 1990s have slowly eroded.

These economic concerns are even greater for African Americans that languish be-
hind the rest of Americans.  But, from all appearances, Blacks are just “fine on Cloud 
9”.  The historic election of President Obama led to big cheers among Blacks, but their 
reality is growing uncertainty, joblessness and poverty.  As it was in 1920, the eco-
nomic trajectory for Black Americans continues downward - despite the presence of a 
Black man in the White House.  On all major economic indicators, which can include 
income, wages, employment and poverty, African-Americans are worse off than at the 
beginning of the decade.  A Pew Research Center report reveals that of the sons and 
daughters of the 20th Century Black Middle-Class are ending up with lower incomes 
than their parents.

As Blacks were defending his presidency, Obama signed economic stimulus leg-
islation in the form of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act - $787 billion 
aimed at helping America’s economy recover.  The act includes increased federal 
spending for health care, infrastructure, education, various tax breaks and incentives, 
and direct assistance to individuals.  But nothing has been targeted to help Blacks in 
the grave economic circumstances they face.

Many Blacks elect to fall in behind the fantasy being pushed that America is bet-
ter because it has a Black President and that “we all” are moving towards becoming 
a post-racial and equitable society.  It looks like Blacks will be the last Americans 
to hold Obama’s feet to the fire for their lack of “economy recovery”.  Most Blacks, 
definitely those of the middle class, don’t seem to realize how they’ve brought about 
their own decline.  DuBois’ vision of Blacks building a economic foun dation by incor-
porating into White industry and gaining skills and acumen that foster capitalism never 
happened.   Blacks in positions to do something, don’t.  Few among the mainstream 
have looked out for Black Americans’ best interest.  Like Obama, many Blacks have 
assimilated American Establishment mind-sets and apologize for this nation’s injus-
tices and inequality.

The unique circumstances of Black Americans will get no attention from the Obama 
administration unless Blacks in crowds stop adoring and making apologies for him 
and start making demands of him.  If Blacks continue to lose assets, homes and jobs 
and fail to bring attention to their plight, then hackneyed speeches from Obama will 
be all we will get.  Blacks are foolish to not hold Obama, et al., accountable.  We con-
tinue confusing “political empowerment” with “economic empowerment” and as we 
accept “politics as usual” and continue African Americans’ downward spiral.  Blacks 
overlook basic mechanisms we need to employ to gain and sustain collective wealth.  
Interactive participation in capitalism is the way we can maximize economic growth 
and generalize prosperity.  Capitalism can work for us if we hold elected officials ac-
countable and form effective economic and political bases. 

(William Reed is available for speaking engagements via BaileyGroup.org)
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LETTER TO EDITOR

Gutless religious leaders’ collective passivity over the last few months has caused 
foolishness and mayhem to hook up with unfiltered church folk ignorance. The South is 
doubling down on biblical backwardness and the protests about Mosques have gone from 
honking horns, signing petition, and lawful protest to unlawfully burning of construction 
equipment to now a church sanctioned holiday called “Burn the Koran Day”. This crazi-
ness is being captured on every network that has minutes to spare to interview Pastor 
Terry Jones who has taken his five minutes of fame and abused the FCC airwaves.

Pastor Terry Jones is the leader of a 50 member Gainesville’s church with a love and 
peace sounding name, Dove World Outreach Center, has even saints scratching their 
heads wondering who ordained the minister and founder of Burn the Koran Day. I wish 
I could say I am surprised by the latest shenanigans but I am not. Because so many have 
ignored the constant drip of sanity slipping from our grasp as our country has allowed 
whispers of anti-Muslim sentiments become part of main stream conversation, we are 
seeing more and more outlandish acts against Muslims. Shouting and spewing hateful 
words have become the norm. The media has helped facilitated the chaos and confusion 
to where we are now.

Two weeks ago, very few people nationally knew of Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Today, 
the wonderful quite college town is included in every Mosque story on cable news be-
cause of the protests against the building of a Mosque. Individuals are using the media’s 
focus to escalate fear and hate. Not long after I posted my blog from last week, I was 
getting emails about Pastor Jones deciding to use the slow holiday weekend news cycle 
to show up and show out.  On every network he was advocating burning Korans on Sep-
tember 11, a day that is still very painful to our country.

Why tug at the hearts, minds, and souls of millions of Americans by evoking such 
painful memories of September 11 with current political commentary? I believe firmly 
because many religious leaders have sat on the sidelines without conviction and courage 
for months allowing political rhetoric to become entwined with church folks’ unbiblical 
truthiness, the rationale behind the protests is being lost somewhere between Sunday and 
Monday. The first to condemn Pastor Jones publicly was not a religious leader but Gen-
eral Petraeus who is in Afghanistan serving with our troops. General Petraeus spent two 
days urging the pastor who was virtually unknown nationally before his multiple appear-
ances on CNN and other networks. Even the Veterans of Foreign Wars have spoken out 
against the Pastor. There will be nothing good gained by going down this path.

Before you speak your thoughts, yes, I am aware of bibles have been burned as well but 
do we swap one group’s foolishness for another’s mayhem. General Petraeus has stated 
that the actions of Pastor Jones could harm our troops and directly affect our fragile peace 
talks in Muslims countries worldwide. I would think as many patriotic individuals that 
believe in a strong military, General Petraeus words would bring civility and calmness to 
the heated debates about Muslims, mosques, and now. the Koran. But with anti-Muslims 
hate at or near 9/11 levels, words of wisdom are not deterring the Pastor’s misplaced zeal.

On Tuesday, several religious leaders from many organizations finally came together 
in Gainesville to denounce Pastor Jones.  

Reuters reported: Christian, Muslim and Jewish religious leaders denounced the “mis-
information and outright bigotry” against U.S. Muslims resulting from plans to build a 
Muslim community center and mosque not far from the site of the September 11, 2001, 
hijacked plane attacks in New York by the Islamist militant group al Qaeda that killed 
2,752 people.

It took a deranged media hungry Pastor of a tiny church in Gainesville to get the at-
tention of our military commander overseas in Afghanistan to plead for common sense 
before religious leaders took a stand. Hmm, let that soak for a minute. 

The debates about building Mosques in various communities started out wrapped in 
aged constitution looking papers but quickly faded away to expose fear of Islam becom-
ing the dominant religion in our country. The constitution angle could no longer be used 
to keep Mosques from being built because as Mayor Bloomberg bravely stated; we can-
not deny a Mosque from being built because freedom of religion is guaranteed by the 
constitution. The religious arguments about the Koran are being wrapped in bible looking 
parchment papers. That argument loses it creditability quickly when you put it up against 
Jesus words of “love your neighbor”. When Pastor Jones was asked, he admitted he has 
never read the Koran and gets most of his information about Muslims from You tube! I 
can hear my grandmother words, “Bless his lil’ heart.”

Here’s more from the global leader of International Burn a Koran Day:
According to the deposition, Jones and his wife learned much of what they know about 

Sharia Law - the sacred law of the Muslim religion - by watching videos on YouTube.
“Do you know where Sharia law came from?” Jones is asked.
“Not really, no,” he replies, “I think there’s experts that say it came from the old Mo-

saic law. But no.”
Attorneys also asked Jones how many Muslims he knows personally.
“I don’t think I know any personally,” he says, “I haven’t interviewed any.” Jones also 

says he has not attended any interfaith discussions and that he believes that such discus-
sions are part of “our problem.”

In his deposition, Jones acknowledged that his congregation has decreased in recent 
years, telling attorneys that he currently has a congregation of about 50 people - whereas 
he had 100 people when his congregation was at its largest.

“I think mainly just because the things we’re involved in are just really way too hot for 
your normal Christian and your normal person.”

There are many Pastor Jones walking around Middle Tennessee at this moment. With 
all the churches and faith based organizations, how many are challenging their members 
to not allow Biblical truths to become entwined and suffocated by political beliefs and 
over the top sensationalism. Hmm. How many are willing to admit that the fear of the 
unknown the unwillingness to practice loving your neighbors is really at the heart of some 
of this? Until we start to have honest dialogue about what is really driving this behavior, 
folks will continue to find different papers to wrap around their arguments.  As for me, I 
want to have as many conversations with my neighbors as possible, even the ones I don’t 
agree with, practice their religion, or live in their neighborhood. I believe if we continue 
to talk to each other, I just might learn something.

Genma Stringer Holmes
www.genmaspeaks.comSUPPORT ANTI-

POVERTY PROGRAMS

A Weekly Column by Judge Greg Mathis

Over the years, many, if not 
most, Republicans have gone on 
record protesting federal funding 
of many social programs designed 
to help Americans in need. With the 
country hit hard by recession, the 

need for these types of programs have increased and, you guessed it, conservative politicians and 
pundits alike have made their displeasure known.

Thankfully, President Obama sits on the right side of this debate and has advocated for and 
signed into law legislation that increases these public support programs. 

If you were lucky enough to not have suffered a lay off or home loss during this recession, 
it’s easy to overlook just how many have fallen victim to the decline in the economy. According 
to USA Today, government funded programs designed to reduce poverty have grown during the 
recession; such programs now one in six Americans – a record. Experts predict those numbers 
will continue to grow. Currently, close to 10 million Americans receive unemployment benefits, 
while the Medicaid rolls have grown 17 percent since the recession began. That number, too, will 
rise as the new health care law is predicted to add another 16 million recipients to the list in the 
next few years. The number who receive food stamps has grown over the last couple of years as 
well, nearly 40 million Americans – a 50 percent increase since the start of the recession – cur-
rently receive food stamp benefits.

These numbers are sobering. It’s easy for Republicans and others to talk about ‘small gov-
ernment’ and cry that anti-poverty spending jeopardizes the future health of our economy.  The 
reality is that our present economy is in shambles and we have no real idea of when it will re-
bound. Americans are suffering and it is the government’s duty to provide for its people until the 
economy gets to a point where they can then provide for themselves. 

We are entering a critical mid-term election period and many offices across the country are 
up for grabs. As a voter, you can support anti-poverty programs by supporting those lawmakers 
who not only agree that government should provide economic safety nets but fight to make sure 
that it does. 

Parents Must Resist the Whitewashing of History

By Tonyaa Weathersbee, BlackAmericaWeb.com

I didn’t want to write about Glenn Beck’s rally on the steps 
of the Lincoln Memorial this past weekend. I didn’t want to 
give this gold-shilling huckster – abetted by Fox News and the 
angst of white folks who will never, ever get over the fact that 
the man in the White House is black – any more attention than 
he’d already gotten from YouTube and CNN.

But I got to thinking about something that a friend told me 
some time ago that made me change my mind.

This friend, a teacher, told me about how some black stu-
dents at the mostly white high school she taught at would balk 
at honoring black history and black traditions.

Seems that their white classmates had duped them into buy-
ing into the ludicrous idea that to acknowledge their history 
amounted to them being racist – and that they somehow owed 
it to their white classmates, many of whom celebrate their Irish 
and Italian and European roots, to embrace invisibility.

That story made me think about how important it is for black 
parents – and black communities – to rear black children whose 
sense of history and pride is too strong for them to be that gull-
ible, to be that lightly armed intellectually.

And unless we do that, our children will be especially vul-
nerable to this whitewashing of history that right-wingers like 
Beck have embarked on since Barack Obama was elected presi-

dent.
For his part, Beck claims that it was divine providence, and 

not cynicism, that led him to pick the Lincoln Memorial – the 
site where Martin Luther King Jr. gave his “I Have A Dream” 
speech 47 years ago – for his “Restoring Honor,” rally on Sat-
urday.

I don’t believe that.
And the fact that he said that he and his mostly white min-

ions – some of whom have carried signs depicting Obama as 
everything from an ape to a bone-in-the-nose witch doctor – 
were going to “reclaim the civil rights movement,” tells me that 
in spite of all the God-talk and all the troop honoring, Beck 
intended to conflate their cause with King’s.

No doubt, the tens of thousands who came to see Beck be-
lieve they are as oppressed as the black people who marched in 
1963. There’s just one big difference: The protesters who gath-
ered at the Lincoln Memorial nearly 50 years ago were march-
ing to get access to rights guaranteed by the Constitution, while 
the people at the Beck rally were, in essence, protesting having 
to share those rights with people in a nation that is becoming 
blacker and browner.

Yet they want to use the symbolism of 1963 to remake his-
tory; people who now want to say that the 14th Amendment 
doesn’t mean what it says and that the 1964 Civil Rights Act 
was flawed. And Beck’s rally isn’t the first attempt at this. Just 
this past spring, the Texas Board of Education voted to revise its 
history textbooks to remove what some of its members deemed 

as left-leaning, anti-American views.
Among other things, it wanted to portray W.E.B. Dubois 

and Ida B. Wells as people who preached negative views about 
America – even though during their time, lynchings and segre-
gation made life pretty negative, if not outright unbearable, for 
most black people.

Also this past spring, Arizona came up with a law that barred 
most ethnic studies from being taught. Its lawmakers, it seems, 
have no problem seeing Latinos when it comes to scrutinizing 
whether they are in the country illegally, but don’t want to see 
their struggles and their contributions to this country in class-
room lessons.

In a way, it’s almost flattering that Beck, a racist who found 
his moment when America elected a black president, would 
look to use the symbolism of the civil rights movement to push 
his delusions.

But what’s dangerous about it is the fact that his rally, as 
well as things like the Texas history textbook changes, the Ari-
zona ethnic studies ban, and even the attempts last year by some 
school districts to not show Obama’s back-to-school speech, 
amount to attempts to distort and minimize black history.

And while none of us can stop Beck or anyone else from 
having a rally at the Lincoln Memorial – it’s his right to do so 
– what we can do is make sure that when he starts popping off 
nonsense about reclaiming the civil rights movement, at least 
our children will know he’s popping off nonsense.

And be bold enough to say so to their classmates.




