
By Janice Malone

Bishop T.D. Jakes, who’s been 
hailed as America’s most popular 
preacher by Time magazine, has 
signed a distribution and market-
ing agreement between his Dallas-
based Dexterity Sounds record-
ing label and the Universal Music 
Christian Group.  “We are incred-
ibly delighted to be in a partner-
ship with a world-renowned leader 
of Bishop T.D. Jakes’ stature and 
influence,” says Vice President of 
Universal Music Christian Group, 
Rhoda Lawrence. “An alignment of 
this enormity creates endless oppor-
tunities to impact people’s lives on 
a world-wide scale; fully integrating 
all aspects of faith-based entertain-
ment from Film and Television to 
Music.”

“Universal Music Christian 
Group has proven time and time again that they are a monumental, creative force in this 
industry,” says Dexterity general manager and senior music producer Cedric Caldwell, 
who is based here in Nashville but will be commuting between here, Texas and other key 
cities.  “It is truly an honor to be in partnership with them.  We believe that the musical 
synergy between Bishop Jakes and Universal Music Christian will be felt and heard all 
around the world,” continues Mr. Caldwell, who has worked with Bishop Jakes’ Dexterity 
Sounds label for over a decade.   “I sort of run the day to day activities of the company. I 
work with Bishop Jakes on making many of the creative decisions.  I’m like the middle-
man between Bishop Jakes and the record company. I have a strong music production 
background too, so I also facilitate a lot of the production work as well,” adds Caldwell 
who was one of the key producers on the God’s Leading Ladies CD project and the 
award-winning release GRACE CD from the Potters House Church Mass Choir.

The first project under the new agreement will be the much-anticipated follow-up to 
Bishop Jakes’ nearly gold-selling 1999 Sacred Love Songs (Island Records) CD that fea-
tured R&B diva Shirley Murdock and platinum recording artist, Pastor Marvin Sapp. The 
CD sold nearly 450,000 units, which is phenomenal for gospel music sales.  The album of 
Biblically inspired love songs - “Sacred Love Songs II” - will boast an impressive line-up 
of the hottest names in R&B and gospel music today. Yolanda Adams, Micah Stampley, 
Marvin Sapp, Bishop Paul Morton, mainstream artists JOE and Ledisi, Kirk Whalum, 
Terry Thomas, and two additional names to be announced, are artists that will be perform-
ing on this much anticipated follow-up CD release.

Concurrently, the Dexterity Sounds staff is working on the CD soundtrack for the 
exciting new ensemble comedy, “Jumping the Broom,” which is now in pre-production. 
The film tells the story of what happens when two families from totally different socio-
economic backgrounds, meet for the first time at a weekend wedding on Martha’s Vine-
yard. The movie is produced by Bishop Jakes as and Tracy E. Edmonds and directed by 
Salim Akil. According to Mr. Caldwell, both the film and the new CD are scheduled for a 
February 2011 release, just in time for the Valentine’s Day season.  Bishop Jakes’ Dallas-
based Potter’s House Church has a membership of over 30,000 members and a host of 
community-oriented ministries. He and The Potter’s House Mass Choir have released 
three other hit CDs, including the Grammy-winning 2003 project, “A Wing and a Prayer.”

Now in its 10th year, the Nashville Jazz Workshop (NJW) Fall Fundraiser is the Jazz 
Party of the Year and features food by Monell’s, fabulous live and silent auctions, and live 
music by top Nashville jazz artists and guests. It all takes place Sunday, September 26, 
4 - 8 pm  Limelight, 201 Woodland Street.

Our special guest artist this year is Annie Sellick, longtime favorite of Nashville audi-
ences. She now spends much of the year touring nationally and internationally, so her lo-
cal appearances are rare and always a treat! Also on the program will be Lori Mechem & 
Ritmos Picantes, and an NJW All Star Ensemble featuring John Birdsong, Bruce Dudley, 
Rod McGaha, Rahsaan Barber, Don Aliquo, and Duffy Jackson.

As before, the event includes a live and silent auction.  Bid on tickets to top events, 
special dinner packages, in-home concerts, artwork, and much more. Once again the auc-
tion will feature the Small Works Collection -  a fabulous group of 5” x 7” canvases with 
paintings by some of the area’s top artists, produced especially for this event. Keep an 
eye on our website in the next few weeks for a preview of some of the wonderful auction 
items! 

On hand again this year will be artist R. Lafayette Mitchell, for a live painting, to be 
sold during the auction. You won’t want to miss the chance to see and bid on this one-
of-a-kind item! The ticket price of $50 also includes food by Monell’s and incredible 
music for four hours. Tickets can be purchased by phone at 615-242-5299 and can also 
be purchased online.

Limelight is located at 201 Woodland Street, Nashville, across the street from the Ti-
tans stadium. This is a wonderful venue that will allow us to have everything in one room. 
There’s also plenty of parking.

Major sponsors for this year’s event include Nashville Lifestyles, Limelight, Monell’s, 
and WMOT Radio. Corporate and patron sponsorship packages are still available. Again 
this year we will have popular and economical VIP seating packages. They’ll go fast, so 
call 242-5299 for details. You can also download sponsorship information from our web-
site. Also consider a program ad for your business or service (call for details). It’s a way 
to reach an elite audience and help the NJW at the same time!

All proceeds from this event will benefit the Nashville Jazz Workshop. Celebrating its 
11th year of operation, NJW is a non-profit organization dedicated to excellence in jazz 
education and performance and serving jazz musicians, jazz fans and the jazz community. 
For more information visit www.nashvillejazz.org.
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Starting Monday, September 13, grab up your crew and head down to our new 
location for Monday Night Football, the Bentley House of Soul.  Come enjoy a free-
food buffet at the start of the game, $1 draft beer, 2-4-1 specials, and at half-time is 
our world-famous Halftime Swimsuit Competition for $500 cash!  Ladies interested 
in participating should call 596-5413.  If you can work a swimsuit with CLASS, then 
we’ll see you there.  It’s Monday Night Football Time at the Bentley House of Soul 
with the return of the $500 Half Time Swimsuit Competition.  Log on to www.ken-
nyonline.net for more details and pictures from previous contests and we’ll see you at 
Monday Night Football with the Big Station, 92Q!

 Join 92Q on Saturday, September 11 for a Community Block Party.  Rebuild-
ing Together Nashville and Sears have partnered to address the needs of five hom-
eowners whose homes were devastated by the floods. Rebuilding Together Nashville 
provides major and minor home repair along with accessibility/modifications to hom-
eowners at no cost to them.  With the generosity of such partners as Sears, Rebuilding 
Together is able to fulfill its mission of bringing volunteers and communities together 
to improve the homes and lives of homeowners in need.  Join yours truly as we cel-
ebrate the completion of these five homes at the community block party on Joseph 
Avenue from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Want something better out of life than what you are getting?  Brush up your re-
sume, dust off your best suit and head down to the Nashville Public Library on Octo-
ber 2.  It’s the Hire Path Education and Recruitment Fair!  Approximately 50 vendors 
will be on site from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to tell you about educational opportunities and 
to recruit new employees.  Hire Path is designed to help you take the next step to that 
higher level of your career!  Don’t miss it!!  

 On Tuesday, October 12, 92Q will go commercial-free from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. for 
the Nashville Area Habitat for Humanity Radiothon.  The Nashville Area Habitat for 
Humanity (NAHFH) invests in people and property, converting renters to homeown-
ers through mortgage education, financial planning and zero-rate home loans, provid-
ing life-changing assistance and breaking the cycle of poverty “one home, one family, 
one community at a time.”  92% of NAHFH is derived from donations and they need 
our help.  Plan ahead to make a donation of time or money.  Your commitment doesn’t 
have to be huge:  donate a few bucks and they’ll buy a box of nails; give a couple 
hours of your time and help build a beautiful new neighborhood of homeowners.  For 
more information, log onto www.habitatnashville.org or www.92qnashville.com!

Bishop T.D. Jakes Announces New Music Venture 
with Nashville Connections

Weekly lunchtime spiritual services that 
provide a peaceful space for renewing and 
centering yourself during the busy week. 
Guest preachers from a variety of back-
grounds and faiths will lead each service. 
Highlights of each 35-minute service in-
clude music, scripture, prayer, and preach-
ing in the historic Wightman Chapel on 
Scarritt-Bennett’s campus. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring lunch and enjoy it out-
side on the beautiful grounds before or af-
ter the service. For more information, visit 
http://www.scarrittbennett.org/programs/

interfaith.aspx.
Each Tuesday from Sept. 14 through 

Nov. 30 from 12:30 p.m. to 1:05 p.m.
Scarritt-Bennett Center’s historic 

Wightman Chapel at 1008 19th Ave. South
Nashville, TN 37212. Tuesdays in the 

Chapel is free and open to all.
Guest Preachers:
September 14 - Rev. Sharon Howell
September 21 - Mel Talbert
September 28 - Mike Waldrop
October 5 - Kathleen Flood
October 12 - Mike Ripski
October 19 - Rabbi Rami Shapiro
October 26 - Rev. Viki Matson
November 2 - Dr. Kay Gray
November 9 - Michael Williams
November 16 - John Collett
November 23 - Buddy Mason
November 30 - Rev. Dr. Fred Allen
About Scarritt-Bennett
Scarritt-Bennett Center is a nonprofit 

education, retreat and conference center lo-
cated in the heart of Nashville, Tenn. With 
a strong commitment to addressing social 
justice issues through education, SBC of-
fers programs to the community that work 
toward the eradication of racism, empow-
erment of women, and encouragement of 
spiritual formation. SBC also offers over-
night accommodations and meeting space 
to both individuals and groups. For more 
information, visit www.scarrittbennett.org.

 Tuesdays in the Chapel 2010:
Fall/Winter Series at Scarritt-Bennett Center

Nashville Jazz Workshop’s Annual Fall 
Jazz Party/Fundraiser Is Coming!

Bishop T.D. Jakes has new film and new CD current-
ly in production

K a m ’ s  K o l u m n

audience and make sure your film has a life. Filmmakers must learn this now, just as they 
learn to work with the camera or the actors. I find the marketing part of the process fun 
and fascinating. But I realize it’s a challenge for others, so I’m actually building a busi-
ness model to assist black independent filmmakers get their films into theaters, identify 
and speak to their audience. I’ll be talking more about that in a few months and I’m very 
excited about the possibilities. 

KW: What advice do you have for anyone who wants to follow in your footsteps? 
AD: Be passionate and move forward with gusto every single hour of every single day 

until you reach your goal. 
KW: Anything else you’d like to add?                                                                                              
AD: Just that people can follow what’s happening with the films I’m working on via 

Twitter @AVADVA. 
KW: Thanks again, Ava, and all the best!                                                                             
AD: Thank you, Kam, for the interview. I appreciate it a lot. 
To see a trailer for My Mic Sounds Nice, visit: http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=dQ64gOkCO90  
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